United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/796,812 



03/09/2004 



Thomas Dittenhofer 



20311 7590 02/07/2005 

MUSERLIAN, LUCAS AND MERCANTI, LLP 

475 PARK AVENUE SOUTH 

15TH FLOOR 

NEW YORK, NY 10016 



188.546 



2039 



EXAMINER 



YAN, REN LUO 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2854 



DATE MAILED: 02/07/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/796,812 


Applicant(s) 

DITTENHOFER ET AL 


Examiner 

Ren LYan 


Art Unit 

2854 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1 and 4-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by El- 
Ibiary(5,899,321). The patent to El-Ibiary teaches the structure of a bearing arrangement for 
opposite journals of a cylinder as claimed including a central bearing 40 received in a bearing 
housing 32, and a linear bearing unit having slots 34 and guide surfaces 34 and 36 on a 
connecting structure 26 to enable longitudinal displacement of the bearing housing 32 relative to 
the connecting structure 26, which is connected to a frame wall 18. See Figs. 1, 2 and 6, and 
column 5, lines 1-34 in El-Ibiary for details. Regarding claim 4, the journals 12 of El-Ibiary 
extend through the connecting structure 26 which defines an elongated slot that limits the linear 
movement of the bearing housing 32. Regarding claims 5 and 6, the bearing 40 of El-Ibiary 
comprises rotating ring elements and fixed ring elements. Regarding claim 7, the bearing 
housing 32 of EHbiary is equipped with a device 28, 44 and 46 for displacing the bearing 
housing 32. With respect to claim 8, the claimed invention is directed to a bearing arrangement 
for a cylinder. Since the bearing arrangement as taught by El-Ibiary fully meets the structural 
requirement as claimed, it is clearly capable of being used on a printing cylinder in a printing 
machine as recited. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over El-Ibiary in view 
of DE 8903980. The patent to El-Ibiary teaches all that is claimed except for the specific 
structural requirement of the linear bearing unit. DE 8903980 teaches a linear bearing unit 
including a V-shaped projection 8 with two first running surfaces on one part of the linear 
bearing, a correspondingly configured V-shaped recess with two second running surfaces that are 
parallel to the first running surfaces on the other part of the linear bearing, and rolling elements 
10 and 12 arranged in an angled flat cage roll between the first and second running surfaces. See 
Fig. 2 in DE 8903980 for example. It would have been obvious to those having ordinary skill in 
the art to provide the linear bearing unit of El-Ibiary with the V-shaped projection and recess and 
the rolling elements rolling in between the two running surfaces appropriately disposed to 
replace the slots and guide surface in order to ensure smooth displacement of the bearing housing 
32 relative to the connecting structure 26 during adjustment of the cylinder in a longitudinal 
direction. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over El-Ibiary in view 
of Asami(4,420,194). The patent to El-Ibiary teaches all that is claimed except for the specific 
structural requirement of the linear bearing unit. Asami teaches in Fig. 2 a conventional linear 
bearing arrangement having a rectangular shaped projection 6 with three running surfaces on one 
part of the linear bearing 1, a correspondingly configured recess 3 with second running surfaces 
that are parallel to the first running surfaces on the other part of linear bearing 2, and rolling 
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elements 4 and 5 arranged in a flat cage roll between the first and second running surfaces. In 
view of the teaching of Asami, it would have been obvious to those having ordinary skill in the 
art to provide the linear bearing unit of El-Ibiary with the bearing structure appropriately 
disposed as taught by Asami in order to ensure smooth displacement of the bearing housing 32 
relative to the connecting structure 26 during adjustment of the cylinder in a longitudinal 
direction. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ren L Yan whose telephone number is 571-272-2173. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 :30am- 5 :00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on 571-272-2168. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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